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1. INTRODUCTION 

The main objective of the GEOIDEA.RO project is to improve the scientific basis for open geodata 

model adoption in Romania. It is our believe that publishing government geodata in Romania over 

the Internet, under an open license and in a reusable format can strengthen citizen engagement and 

yield new innovative businesses, bringing substantial social and economic gains. To achieve the 

project’s  goals, we have considered six of the largest governmental geodata producers in Romania: 

National Agency for Cadastre and Land Registration, National Institute of Hydrology and Water 

Management, National Meteorological Administration, Forest Research and Management Institute, 

Romanian Geological Institute and the National Institute of Statistics. The motivation for the 

selection of pilot institutions was given by the need of a focused research on the geodata availability, 

degree of openness, primary and secondary data policies, economic analysis related to releasing 

public data over the Internet and under un open license. The GEOIDEA.RO proposal was written in 

2012 and the project started in January 2013, when the economical and political situation in Romania 

related to open data was quite different. At that time, we considered that for a productive relation 

with the selected institutions, we must sign collaboration protocols with each institution. These 

agreements would have later be the base work for a joint effort related to the open data movement.  

However, the political situation in Romania improved considerably from the proposal submission 

stage to the implementation stage. The changes determined the GEOIDEA team to reconsider the 

separate agreements and to turn them into a more comprising framework that would encompass the 

progress that the political authorities and civil society have achieved.  
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2. OPEN GOVERNMENT PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT SIGNED BY ROMANIA 

Even thought, Romania had signed the Open Government Partnership in 2011 and presented its 

National Action Plan in 2012, the Monitoring Report on the Implementation on NAP, an analysis of 

the accomplishments of the Romanian Government related to its commitments written by the civil 

society, proved a very small engagement and insignificant realizations (GEOIDEA.RO, 2013, a). In 

February 2013, a new department was created under the Prime Minister Chancellery, the 

Department for Online Services and Design (DSOD), which main responsibility was to assist and 

monitor the OGP implementation and the national e-government programs. Considering the later 

development of the open data policy in Romania (GEOIDEA.RO, 2013, b), the DSOD formation was a 

milestone. In September – October 2013, DSOD organized work meetings at different ministries, 

institutions and government agencies to raise awareness regarding the commitments that Romania 

made through OGP and to establish datasets available and deadlines for publishing on the 

Government open data geoportal. The GEOIDEA team took part to relevant meetings. In November 

2013, the data.gov.ro portal was launched. Today, it holds approximately 150 datasets from about 30 

ministries, agencies and institutions.   

Regarding the GEOIDEA.RO project implementation, DSOD was opened to collaboration from the 

beginning. Following the events we worked on together (e.g. the Open Data Hackathon on February 

20141), the GEOIDEA.RO team signed a collaboration agreement (Annex 1) with the Romanian 

Government, agreement that represents the basis of the work with the Romanian public authorities. 

The collaboration is two-fold. In 2014, the Romanian Government launched the new NAP for 2014 – 

2016, that has as four major topics: 

1. Enhancing transparency and administrative efficiency; 

2. Increasing the quality and quantity of open datasets published by the public institutions;  

3. Training human resources in the field of open data;  

4. Disseminating information on the OGP principles and promoting the open data concept in an 

accessible manner. 

In virtue of the collaboration agreement, the GEOIDEA.RO team is actively involved in three of the 

four topics (2,3 and 4). Throughout the work in building and populating the geoportal with open 

datasets, we provide a first hand check of the data made available by the public institutions. We keep 

a live dialog with public representatives regarding the accuracy, completeness and other data quality 

indexes. The Romanian GEOIDEA.RO team is highly implicated in events organized by the DSOD or 

                                                           

1 http://ogp.gov.ro/noutati/lansarea-coalitiei-pentru-date-deschise/ last Access 04.09.2014 

http://ogp.gov.ro/noutati/lansarea-coalitiei-pentru-date-deschise/
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the civil society organizations regarding training human resources and disseminating information 

related to open data principles and OGP.  

The collaboration agreement signed with the Chancellery of the Prime Minister also facilitates the 

collaboration of GEOIDEA.RO team with the six governmental agencies and not only, by providing a 

legal framework for work meetings and discussions.  
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3. DIRECTIVE 2013/37/EU – THE REVISED DIRECTIVE ON THE RE-USE OF PUBLIC 
SECTOR INFORMATION 

In 2013, the European Directive 2003/98/EC for Public Sector Information Re-Use, also known as PSI 

Directive, has been revised. A crucial amendment adopted makes all documents re-usable, with 

certain conditions and exceptions, such as personal data, confidential data or data related to national 

security.  Thus, all public data that does not fall in one of the exceptions will become re-usable.  

(GEOIDEA.RO, 2013, b).  Romania, as any other European Union Member State, must adopt and 

transpose this Directive in Romanian legislation.  
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4. OPEN DATA INITIATIVES OF PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS/ AGENCIES 

In the last period, public institutions that produce or collect important amounts of public data have 

undertaken initiatives for releasing parts of the databases they have, be it through European projects 

(Meteo Romania - CarpatCLIM) or lead by an open policy (INS, IGR).   

The National Meteorological Administration has been part of a European funded project, Climate of 

the Carpathian Region – CarpatCLIM2. The main goal of the project was to improve the basis of 

climate data in the Carpathian Region for applied regional climatological studies. In order to achieve 

it, a high-resolution gridded database, harmonized and homogenized had to be produced for the 

Larger Carpathian Region. The stipulation of the project was that the database should be freely 

available. The datasets characteristics are: timeframe:  1961 – 2010 / spatial extent is the area 

between latitudes 44°N and 50°N, and longitudes 17°E and 27°E / temporal resolution – 1 day/ 

spatial resolution - 0.1˚   x   0.1˚.  All the datasets are freely available to download from the official 

project website3.   

The National Institute of Statistics is another positive example in releasing public data over the 

Internet. In September 2014, INS has given access to its entire statistical database TEMPO-Online 

through any web browser4. As specified on the official website, the functions and services provided 

are:  free access to statistical information and export of tables in .csv and .xls formats. 

At this time, TEMPO-Online consists of: 

 Approximately 1100 statistical indicators, divided in socio-economical fields and sub-fields; 

 Metadata associated to the statistical indicators (definition, starting and ending year of the 

time series, the last period of data loading, statistical methodology, the last updating); 

 Detailed indicators at statistical characteristics group and/or sub-group level. The total 

number of employees at the end of the year by employee category, activities of the national 

economy - sections, sexes, areas and counties); 

 Time series starting with 1990 – up to present, at national level, development region level, 

county and commune level with a monthly, quarterly, semi-annual and annual frequency; 

                                                           
2 http://www.carpatclim-eu.org/pages/home/ Last access 04.09.2014 
3 http://www.carpatclim-eu.org/pages/download/ last access 04.09.2014 
4 https://statistici.insse.ro/shop/?page=tempo1&lang=en last access 04.09.2014 

http://www.carpatclim-eu.org/pages/home/
http://www.carpatclim-eu.org/pages/download/
https://statistici.insse.ro/shop/?page=tempo1&lang=en
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5. CIVIL SOCIETY ADVANCEMENTS - THE COALITION FOR OPEN DATA 

The civil society is a key factor in the open data movement around the globe and Romania is no 

exception. There are many organizations, foundations, communities and groups at national, regional 

and international level that lead a thorough, powerful and influential activity in order to increase 

openness at all levels (GEOIDEA.RO, 2013, c).   

In Romania, a significant number of civil organizations and projects that militate for open data and 

governmental transparency (GEOIDEA, 2013, c). Understanding the importance that an aggregated 

group has, a group of five organizations (Foundation for an Open Society, Association for Technology 

and Internet, Ceata Foundation, Median Research Center Foundation and geo-spatial.org) have 

formed and launched in May 2014 the Coalition for Open Data5.  Its main purpose is to strengthen 

collaboration between organizations that promote open data in Romania, to increase the impact of 

their advocacy and maintain open data subject the media agenda and the public agenda, which 

supports and promotes the use of open government data.  

It is important to mention that in order to strengthen the collaboration between the public and civil 

sector, an agreement of close collaboration has been signed between DSOD and the Coalition for 

Open Data.  

GEOIDEA.RO is an active member of the Coalition for Open Data.  

                                                           
5 http://ogp.gov.ro/noutati/lansarea-coalitiei-pentru-date-deschise/ last access 04.09.2014  

http://ogp.gov.ro/noutati/lansarea-coalitiei-pentru-date-deschise/
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